APRIL 25™ — MINOR KARMIC DESTINY — 
OR JUST ANOTHER DAY IN THE LIFE OF AN ASPIRING BHAKTI YOGI 
By Bhakta John Jagannatha 


By a combination of these modes of nature and under the purview and 
control of eternal time there are activities which are called karma. These 
activities are being carried out from time immemorial, and we are suffering 
or enjoying the fruits of our activities. For instance, suppose | ama 
businessman and have worked very hard with intelligence and have 
amassed a great bank balance. Then | am an enjoyer. But then say | have 
lost all my money in business; then | am a sufferer. Similarly, in every field 
of life we enjoy the results of our work, or we suffer the results. This is 
called karma. (Bhagavad-gita, As It Is, Introduction excerpt, pgs 7-8) 


APRIL 25™ #1 


My separation from the United States Navy was the conclusion of one of 
the worst times in this life with one exception — the purchase of a Krishna 
Book at Chicago O’Hare Airport. 


April 25" 1975 | was officially discharged from the USN with the rank of 
Seaman Recruit - the same rank | entered with at boot camp on December 
7th 1973 [Pearl Harbor Day]. 
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Bhakti-yoga is considered by some to be another form of karma. But 
factually bhakti-yoga is above both karma and jnana. Bhakti-yoga is 
independent of jnana or karma; on the other hand, jnana and karma are 
dependent on bhakti-yoga... The Lord does not want His sons, the living 
beings, to suffer the three-fold miseries of life. He desires that all of them 
come to Him and live with Him, but going back to Godhead means that one 
must purify himself from material infections. When work is performed, 
therefore, to satisfy the Lord, the performer becomes gradually purified 
from the material affection... The conclusion is that a devotee engaged in 
the unalloyed service of the Lord, specifically in hearing and chanting of His 
transcendental glories, becomes simultaneously spiritually enlightened by 
the divine grace, as confirmed in the Bhagavad-gita. 

(Srimad-Bhagavatam, Canto 1, Chapter 5, Text 35, Purport excerpt) 


APRIL 25™ #2 

Excerpt from personal journal — 

4-27-02 Saturday 1632 DST 

Hare Krishna 

I've been limping around in circles since Thursday. | work at 121 West 19th 
Street 8th floor. At approximately 1130 there was an explosion in the 
basement of 121-123 West 19th Street. It was at 1130 on Thursday the 
25th of April 2002. 
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On April 25th 2002, as | stood at my work counter and entered the proper 
information in the appropriate blank spaces of the divorce papers that | 
received in the mail the previous day, |, and many others | am sure, 
experienced a simultaneous earthshake and "BOOM" sound. 


My eyes instinctively turned my head and looked left towards the window 
at the area beyond the window - the passenger elevator & the freight 
elevators. All in the eternal space of a split-second - another explosion - my 
body sort of ducked as the space beyond the window turned into thick 
black smoke and flying orange embers. My body moved slightly to the left 
then slightly to the right - undecided about what to do - frozen | guess for 
another eternal split-second - and then my body moved towards the open 
doorway which leads out to the elevators - | look out into the smoke - | can 
barely see the closest freight elevator door hanging loosely and sort of 
swinging or shaking. 


| walked quickly to the staircase next to the freight elevator and looked 
down the stairs and saw the stairs on the very bottom were just a pile of 
rubble. 


| go back inside my work space and take my backpack out of the closet and 
put it on top of the counter and gather up my divorce papers and put them 
in the backpack. | then grab my jacket & sweater & put them with the 
backpack. 


| then opened the inside door of my work space which leads to the Vertis 
offices. Everyone was sort of running around and saying to get out and 
getting their coats & bags. 


| went back to the outer door of my work space & closed it so no fire would 
come this way if there were fire. James Mongan came into my room and 
told me to get my bag & let’s go. 


| picked up the wooden plate we use to secure the window at night and put 
it into place covering the window. | then grabbed my coat & sweater & 
then my bag which James had put on his desk. | then proceeded with James 
down the few stairs to 118 West 20th Street 7th floor. When we got to the 
reception area Cheryl Morse was there and others. | only remember Cheryl 
because she asked if anyone called 911. James said no, so they went to her 
office and called. | recall Peter Jennings & Danielle Rivers coming out of the 
Macy's photo studio. | waited by the exit door and held it open until Cheryl 
& James finished their call. 


The stairway and stairs were crowded with people. There was smoke but 
not as much as where | had just been. Two ladies who were walking behind 
me were coughing and we moved aside to let them go ahead. Everyone 
was orderly, there was no pushing or panicking - just people moving out of 
fear. 


One who takes shelter of the Supreme Lord [Krishna] has nothing to fear, 
even in the midst of the greatest calamity. 
(Bhagavaa-gita, As It Is, Chapter 1, Text 19, purport excerpt) 


When | reached the ground floor and got outside | could see the sidewalk 
across the street was crowded. There was a man in the middle of the street 
trying to guide people away from the building & across the street. 


ter on 19th Street : 


Many spirit souls’ material bodies suffered injury and worse. The building 
where | worked was partially destroyed. My job was gone. My marriage 
was Officially over. 


...Krsna is the primeval Lord who lives in everyone's heart as the Supersoul, 
Paramatma. Another name of the Paramatma feature of the Lord is kala, or 
eternal time. Eternal time is the witness of all our actions, good and bad, 
and thus resultant reactions are destined by Him. It is no use saying that we 
do not know why and for what we are suffering. We may forget the 
misdeed for which we may suffer at this present moment, but we must 
remember that Paramatma is our constant companion, and therefore He 
knows everything, past, present and future. And because the Paramatma 
feature of Lord Krsna destines all actions and reactions, He is the supreme 
controller also. Without His sanction not a blade of grass can move. The 
living beings are given as much freedom as they deserve, and misuse of 
that freedom is the cause of suffering. The devotees of the Lord do not 
misuse their freedom, and therefore they are the good sons of the Lord. 
Others, who misuse freedom, are put into miseries destined by the eternal 
kala. The kala offers the conditioned souls both happiness and miseries. It 
is all predestined by eternal time. As we have miseries uncalled-for, so we 


may have happiness also without being asked, for they are all predestined 
by kala. No one is therefore either an enemy or friend of the Lord. 
Everyone is suffering and enjoying the result of his own destiny. This 
destiny is made by the living beings in course of social intercourse. 
Everyone here wants to lord it over the material nature and thus everyone 
creates his own destiny under the supervision of the Supreme Lord. He is 
all-pervading and therefore He can see everyone's activities. And because 
the Lord has no beginning or end, He is known also as the eternal time, 
kala. (Srimad-Bhagavatam, Canto 1, Chapter 8, Text 28, Purport excerpt) 


aslisya va pada-ratam pinastu mam 
adarsanam marma-hatam karotu va 
yatha tatha va vidadhatu lampato 
mat-prana-nathas tu sa eva naparah 


| know no one but Krishna as my Lord, and He shall remain so even if He 
handles me roughly by His embrace or makes me brokenhearted by not 
being present before me. He is completely free to do anything and 
everything, for He is always my worshipful Lord, unconditionally. 

(Sri Sri Siksastaka, Verse 8) 


Hew 


APRIL 25" #3 

A TRANSCENDENTAL REMEMBERANCE EVENT 
IN HONOR OF HIS GRACE URJASVAT DASA 
FROM THE ASSEMBLED VAISNAVAS 
BROOKLYN, NYC, APRIL 25, 2015 


Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu asked, "Of all kinds of distress, what is the most 
painful?" Sri Ramananda Raya replied, "Apart from separation from the 
devotee of Krsna, | know of no unbearable unhappiness." 
(Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila, Chapter 8, Verse 248) 


On April 25, 2015 there was a gathering of Vaisnavas at the home of 
Garbhodakasayi Visnu prabhu and Mother Joan in the Bedford Stuyvesant 
section of Brooklyn, New York City. The purpose of this meeting was to 
remember and to celebrate and to pay homage to a very dear disciple of 
ISKCON Founder Acharya, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila 
Prabhupada. The devotees joined together to offer their heart-felt 
obeisances and deep gratitude and to share loving devotional exchanges in 
honor of His Grace Urjasvat dasa and to show their appreciation for his 
lifetime of enthusiastic Krishna conscious devotional service. 


Urjasvat prabhu touched the lives of so many devotees around the world. 
He is best known for leading ecstatic, spiritually-surcharged kirtanas in 
praise of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Krishna. His voice and 
chanting style is unique and unforgettable. When Urjasvat prabhu is 
chanting, you do not even have to see him, all you have to do is hear that 
inimitable voice, and you know who is leading the kirtana. If for some 
reason you are not in the temple room and you recognize that sweet, one- 


of-a-kind, transcendental sound vibration, you immediately realize that it is 
Urjasvat prabhu and you make haste to join in on the always fired-up 
chanting and dancing that his humble leadership inspires in everyone. 


Urjasvat prabhu may no longer be physically present with us but he will 
always be available to associate with us within our hearts and in our minds 
as long as we maintain the memories of his nectarean association. 


Srila Bhaktivinode Thakur said - “He reasons ill who tells that Vaishnavas 
die, when thou art living still in sound! The Vaishnavas die to live, and living 
try to spread the holy name around!” 


Urjasvat prabhu spent practically his entire life performing Harinama 
Sankirtana. He constantly traveled and preached. His life is an example of 
enthusiastic devotional service. He spread that enthusiasm to chant the 
Holy Names, to serve the desire of the pure devotee, Srila Prabhupada, and 
to advance in Krsna consciousness, to everyone he met. Just seeing him 
reminded you of Krishna. That is the highest praise that there is for a 
devotee. Whenever and wherever you met him, in whatever the 
circumstance, you immediately knew that you were in the presence of a 
Vaisnava, a servant of Lord Vishnu, Krsna. His body was always decorated 
with tilaka. When you see a devotee decorated that way you are reminded 
of Krsna and you become purified. He always carried his big bead bag with 
his japa-mala. Always chanting Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare 
Hare Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare. He was always clean 
and neat and first class. He was always happy. He was and is an acarya in so 
many ways. He exhibited so many qualities of the truly surrendered soul. 


Urjasvat prabhu was kind to all. He had no enemies. He was truthful, equal 
to all, without fault. He was magnanimous, mild, clean, unattached to 
material possessions, etc... He was and is an exemplary devotee of Sri Sri 
Gaura-Nitai, Sri Sri Radha-Govinda and Their Lordships Sri Jagannatha, Sri 
Baladeva and Sri Lady Subhadra. He is someone who took up the order of 
his spiritual master and made it his life and soul, his purpose in life. He 
engaged all his senses and all his time and all his energy and encouraged 
everyone to please Guru and Krsna. 


Urjasvat prabhu was a many-sided disciple of Srila Prabhupada. As 
mentioned above, he was famous for leading ecstatic kirtanas. He was also 
an excellent cook. He knew the Krsna conscious philosophy backwards and 
forwards and gave purifying lectures on Srimad Bhagavatam, Caitanya- 
caritamrta and Srimad Bhagavad-gita As It Is. He was temple president in 
Puerto Rico and in Trinidad - simultaneously! At one time he was 
recommended for Sannyasa. When he wasn't chanting Hare Krsna and 
Gaura Hari Bol and Jai Jagannatha he was immersed in studying parampara 
literature. In his own words he stated that he prayed daily to Srila 
Prabhupada to please remove envy from his heart so that he could love 
Srila Prabhupada more and more. | believe his prayers were successful. We 
should all follow his example of devotion to Srila Prabhupada and Krsna. 


dadati pratigrhnati 
guhyam akhyati prcchati 
bhunkte bhojayate caiva 
sad-vidham priti-laksanam 


Offering gifts in charity, accepting charitable gifts, revealing one's mind in 
confidence, inquiring confidentially, offering prasada and accepting prasada 
are the six symptoms of love shared by one devotee and another. 

(Sri Upadesamrta, Text 4) 


There were so many wonderful devotees in attendance that paid tribute to 
Urjasvat prabhu. Devotees from so many varied walks of life spent a blissful 
evening chanting the holy names Hare, Krsna and Rama in kirtana and 
bhajan. There were some videos of Urjasvat prabhu leading kirtana and 
giving class. Everyone shared stories of their personal pastimes and 
enlivening experiences with Urjasvat prabhu. Some of his godbrothers who 
knew him for many years, Mahavirya and Bhumipati and Bhushara prabhus, 
spoke of him in the early days of Srila Prabhupada's ISKCON. Others of our 
spiritual family who joined after Urjasvat prabhu was already a veteran of 
many years of service spoke of how they were trained by him and how he 
was an example of a truly humble, surrendered soul who had full faith in 
the process of Krsna consciousness. Some devotees were too humble and 
shy to speak. Some were too overcome with spiritual emotion. He was such 
a positive influence on the devotional life of everyone present and 


everyone was honored and grateful to have been blessed to receive his 
transcendental association. 


There was a beautiful altar set up with garlanded deities of Radha-Krsna 
and Gaura-Nitai. There was a photo of Urjasvat prabhu with a sweet 
garland also. The evening concluded with a maha kirtana led by Bhushara 
prabhu while arati was offered to Guru and Krsna and to Urjasvat prabhu 
by Parvati devi dasi. Of course, at the conclusion of the chanting and 
dancing, there was a scrumptious prasadam feast prepared by Mahavirya 
prabhu. All the devotees enjoyed their spiritual senses by honoring Krsna 
prasada and basking in the afterglow of wonderful sadhu-sanga, Krsna- 
katha and transcendental glorification of Srila Prabhupada's very dear 
disciple, His Grace Urjasvat dasa prabhu. 


vancha-kalpatarubhyas ca krpa-sindhubya eva ca 
patitanam pavanebhyo vaisnavebhyo namo namah 


| offer my respectful obeisances unto all the Vaisnava devotees of the Lord, 
who can fulfill the desires of everyone, just like desire trees, and who are 
full of compassion for the fallen souls. 


APRIL 25" #4 

During the plan-demon-ium aka the pandemic in the year 2021 | was 
requested to give a class on my time spent in the association of devotees at 
Sri Sri Radha Govinda Mandir on 340 West 55™ Street in Manhattan, New 
York City during the 1970’s. | am not a good public speaker. | am not good 
at speaking on transcendental topics. 


It was my chance, probably my only opportunity in this life, to speak 
truthful words in praise of Srila Prabhupada and my short time in the 
association of his direct disciples to an audience of young devotees with no 
knowledge of those times in Srila Prabhupada’s Krishna Consciousness 
Movement. 


| accepted the invitation from Sunandana dasa prabhu, the temple 
president of Sri Sri Krishna Balarama Mandir in Queens, NYC. 


| took it as Srila Prabhupada’s and Sri Sri Radha Govinda’s and Sri Sri Hari 
Haladhari’s mercy on me. 


The day | was given to speak was Sunday April 25" 2021. 


| did not speak very well and at times | could not speak at all when the 
subject was directly about Srila Prabhupada. | apologize for that. 


| recorded the kirtana and lecture. Let the real bhakti yogis decide whether 
it is worthwhile to hear. At the very least you will hear the devotees 
chanting the holy names — HARE KRISHNA HARE KRISHNA KRISHNA 
KRISHNA HARE HARE / HARE RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA HARE HARE. 


https://archive.org/details/vorc-021-april-25-2021 


We must know for certain that the particular position in which we are now 
set up is an arrangement of the supreme will in terms of our own acts in 
the past. The Supreme Lord is present as the localized Paramatma in the 
heart of every living being, as it is said in the Bhagavad-gita (13.23), and 
therefore he knows everything of our activities in every stage of our lives. 
He rewards the reactions of our actions by placing us in some particular 
place. A rich man gets his son born with a silver spoon in his mouth, but the 
child who came as the rich man's son deserved such a place, and therefore 
he is placed there by the will of the Lord. And at a particular moment when 
the child has to be removed from that place, he is also carried by the will of 
the Supreme, even if the child or the father does not wish to be separated 
from the happy relation. The same thing happens in the case of a poor man 
also. Neither rich man nor poor man has any control over such meetings or 
separations of living beings... We must always remember that the Lord is 
the supreme will, and He is not bound by any law. Generally the law of 
karma is that one is awarded the result of one's own actions, but in special 
cases, by the will of the Lord, such resultant actions are changed also. But 
this change can be affected by the will of the Lord only, and no other... The 
Supreme Will is absolutely free to do whatever He likes, and because He is 
all-perfect, there is no mistake in any of His actions or reactions. These 
changes of resultant actions are especially rendered by the Lord when a 
pure devotee is involved. It is assured in the Bhagavaa-gita (9.30-31) that 
the Lord saves a pure devotee who has surrendered unto Him without 
reservation from all sorts of reactions of sins, and there is no doubt about 
this. There are hundreds of examples of reactions changed by the Lord in 
the history of the world. If the Lord is able to change the reactions of one's 
past deeds, then certainly He is not Himself bound by any action or reaction 
of His own deeds. He is perfect and transcendental to all laws. 
(Srimad-Bhagavatam, Canto 1, Chapter 13, Text 43, Purport excerpt) 


In the Brahma-samhita it is said that beginning from the indra-gopa germ 
up to the great Indra, King of heaven, all living beings are subjected to the 
law of karma and are bound to suffer and enjoy the fruitive results of their 
own work. Only the devotee is exempt from such reactions, by the 


causeless mercy of the supreme authority, the Personality of Godhead. 
(Srimad-Bhagavatam, Canto 1, Chapter 6, Text 28, Purport excerpt) 


Cleanliness is essential for making advancement in spiritual life. There are 
two kinds of cleanliness: external and internal. External cleanliness means 
taking a bath, but for internal cleanliness, one has to think of Krsna always 
and chant Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare/ Hare Rama Hare 
Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare. This process cleans the accumulated dust of 
past karma from the mind. 

(Bhagavaa-gita, As It Is, Chapter 13, Texts 8 — 12, purport excerpt) 


